HOLY SPIRIT BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
4815 5th Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15213 - Rectory Phone: 412-687-1220
Website: holyspiritbycath.com - Email: holyspiritinformation@gmail.com

Administrator: Reverend Michael D. Kunitz, M. Div.
Email: FrMichaelKunitz@gmail.com
Cantor: Julia Revilak & Family
Sub-Deacon: Raphael Ruggiero

June 1, 2025
Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council

SCHEDULE OF DIVINE SERVICES

Sunday. June 1: Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
40"™ Day Commemoration for Pope Francis
10:00 am Matins, 10:25 am Rosary, 11 am Divine Liturgy
IHO Thomas & Kathryn Martz 1* Wedding Anniversary

Monday, June 2: 6:00 pm Confession, 7:00 pm Daily Vespers

Friday, June 6: 6:00 pm Confession, 7:00 pm Divine Liturgy
IHO Wendy Golob

Saturday, June 7: Fifth All Souls Saturday
11:00 am Divine Liturgy with Panachida, 5:00 pm Confession, 6:00 pm Great Vespers

Sunday, June 8: Pentecost Sunday
10:00 am Festal Matins, 10:25 am Rosary, 11 am Divine Liturgy

with the Sacraments of Initiation for Marcellino Giuseppe Revilak
IHO 118" Anniversary of Our Holy Spirit Parish Family

Divine Liturgies are open for intentions for this new year. If you would like to make an intention for a Liturgy,
please call the office or fill out request form in the back of the church and give it to Fr. Michael.

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS: If you are interested in learning to lead Matins as a Reader’s Service on Sunday before Liturgy,
please see Father Michael. Matins is celebrated on the first Sunday of the month unless otherwise noted.

FLEA MARKET: Thank you to everyone that helped with the collection of donations, setting up, providing baked goods, and
working the event at yesterday’s flea market. Now we need volunteers this week to tear-down and pack up so we can prepare
the hall for our Pentecost potluck. Please see Mary Dzurichko with any questions.

TODAY IS THE 40DAY COMMEMORATION FOR POPE FRANCIS: As is custom in our Byzantine Catholic Church, a
commemoration for the deceased is to be given 40 days after their passing. Today we pray with special intentions for our
departed pontiff Francis. Light refreshments will be served in the hall afterwards.

JUNE 7" THREE RIVERS THEOSIS-EVENING LIGHT: The Three Rivers Theosis Young Adult group will have their
next talk this Saturday at 5:00 pm, focusing on the theme of the great feast of Pentecost, this will be followed by Great Vespers
and an evening of fellowship.

JUNE 8" PENTECOST SUNDAY/PARISH ANNIVERSARY POTLUCK: Please bring a dish and plan to enjoy
fellowship as we celebrate our 118™ Anniversary with a potluck lunch. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the
Church!




UPCOMING LITURGY TIME CHANGE: Remember that starting Sunday, June 15 (Father’s Day) we will switch to
our 8:00 am and 6:00pm Divine Liturgy schedule.

GCU PRESENTATION: The representative from the GCU will be giving a presentation on Sunday June 29" after the 8:00 am
Liturgy. The presentation will include information on insurance, investments and social opportunities. Each year the GCU
supports our Byzantine Churches through matching our fundraisers. So please consider attending to learn about the products
and services they offer. Refreshments will be served.

COFFEE SOCIAL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: In addition to attending services together, it is important that we spend time
in conversation with one another. To make it truly a time of sharing — we ask everyone to sign up to host a Sunday. We look
forward to seeing you!

JUNE BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES:
May God grant you many happy and blessed years!

Thomas and Kathryn Martz Wedding Anniversary June 1
Julia Revilakova Birthday June 13

Zuzana Revilakova Birthday June 13

Mary Dzurichko Birthday June 15

Milan Revilak Sr. Birthday June 16

ICONS AVAILABLE: There are several blessed icons in the church hall, there is no cost to take these home, though a free will
offering for the benefit of the parish is welcome.

2025 BYZANTINE ASSEMBLY JULY 16-20, WHITING., IN: Join us as we worship and walk alongside our bishops,
hear inspiring discussions on faith and mission, and connect with fellow Byzantine Catholics from across the
Metropolitan. Register now at ByzantineAssembly.org You can also see Fr. Michael for a paper registration form to mail
in.

AT THE DIVINE LITURGY TODAY The commemoration of the First-Nicaean Council-Fathers reminds us of our
obligation to PRESERVE THE FAITH, the religious patrimony entrusted to us. In His priestly prayer, Jesus prays for
those given this sacred trust, and Paul exhorts the Ephesian presbyters to be mindful of this solemn duty. As current
followers of Christ, we all share the responsibility of preserving and transmitting the deposit of our holy faith.

EPISTLE READING: Acts 20: 16-18 & 28-38

In those days, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus so as to not lose time in Asia, for he was eager to get Jerusalem by the
feast of Pentecost if at all possible. Paul sent word from Miletus to Ephesus, summoning the presbyters of that church.
When they came to him, he delivered his address:

“Keep watch over yourselves, and over the whole flock the Holy Spirit has given you to guard. Shepherd the church of
God, which he has acquired at the price of his own blood. I know that when I am gone, savage wolves will come among
you who will not spare the flock. From your own number, men will present themselves distorting the truth and leading
astray any who follow them. Be on guard, therefore. Do not forget that for three years, night and day, I never ceased
warning you individually even to the point of tears. I commend you now to the Lord, and to that gracious word of his
which can enlarge you, and give you a share among all who are consecrated to him. Never did I set my heart on anyone's
silver or gold or envy the way he dressed. You yourselves know that these hands of mine have served both my needs and
those of my companions. I have always pointed out to you that it is by such hard work that you must help the weak. You
need to recall the words of the Lord Jesus himself, who said, ‘There is more happiness in giving than receiving.’”

After this discourse, Paul knelt down with them all and prayed. They began to weep without restraint, throwing their arms
around him and kissing him, for they were deeply distressed to hear that they would never see his face again. Then they
escorted him to the ship.

~~In our reading for today from The Acts of the Holy Apostles, the Holy Evangelist Luke reports how Paul, after his
missionary endeavors in Asia, was hurrying now to be at Jerusalem for the observance of Holy Pentecost. At Miletus in
Asia Minor, Paul met with the presbyters (priests) who were from Ephesus, which was nearby. The Holy Apostle Paul’s
moving message delivered to the elders of the Ephesian Church is thus recounted. He charges them to fulfill their solemn
duty to PRESERVE THE FAITH over which they have been placed as sacred guardians. Paul exhorts these shepherds of



the Church of God to take seriously their responsibility to cherish and transmit the faith intact and to guard it from those
who would distort the truth and then, through corrupt and perverse teachings, lead others astray. Paul’s message rings
true even for us today. We must ever protect and preserve the deposit of the True Faith of Christ!

GOSPEL: John 17: 1-13

When Jesus had said this, he raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come. Give glory to your son, so
that your son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority over all people, so that he may give eternal life to all you gave
him. Now this is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified
you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you, with the glory that I had
with you before the world began. I revealed your name to those whom you gave me out of the world. They belonged to you, and
you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they know that everything you gave me is from you, because the
words you gave to me, I have given to them, and they accepted them and truly understood that I came from you, and they have
believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have given me, because they are
yours, and everything of mine is yours and everything of yours is mine, and I have been glorified in them. And now I will no
longer be in the world, but they are in the world, while I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name that you have
given me, so that they may be one just as we are. When I was with them, I protected them in your name that you gave me, and |
guarded them, and none of them was lost except the son of destruction, in order that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now I
am coming to you. I speak this in the world so that they may share my joy completely.

~~The Holy Evangelist John presents us with Jesus’ priestly prayer for His disciples, present and future. This prayer is
offered by our Lord to His Heavenly Father for all of His followers in order that they would PRESERVE THE FAITH
which He taught and which has been transmitted by His holy Church. In a specific way, Jesus is praying for His apostles
and their successors. In general, however, He is praying for all of us “who belong to Him.” For we, as true-believing
Christians, are Jesus’ modern-day disciples who still continue His work in our space-age world. The Lord provides for
the welfare of His Church by choosing leaders—present-day apostles—who carry-on the preaching of the Good News of
salvation, calling the whole of mankind to the New Life achieved by the risen and glorified Savior. These servants of
today’s Church are the bishops, priests, and other orders of the clergy. These men belong to Jesus in a unique and specific
way. They are committed to follow in His footsteps, continuing His divine mission in the world.

ON-LINE GIVING IS HERE! Ifyou wish to make a monetary donation to our parish — you can do so on our website or by
using this QR code. Remember every dollar helps support the mission of our parish community. Thank you.

PRAYER FOR OUR FOUR SAINTLY BISHOPS: Please pray for the causes of our four Saintly Bishops and ask them to
intercede for your specific intentions: O Almighty God, our Lord, we bless You, we praise You, and we thank you for all the
graces which You, in Your infinite mercy have bestowed upon us. We are especially grateful for giving us four saintly and
heroic Bishops: Bishop Theodore G. Romzha, Bishop Paul P. Gojdich OBSM, Bishop Basil Hopko, and Bishop
Alexander Chira, who, by their courage, charity, and intrepid faith, inspired our Ruthenian people in the darkest moments of
their history. By their great sufferings, humiliating imprisonment, and violent death they gave living witness to their Catholic
faith and glorified Your exalted name. Therefore, O Gracious Lord, glorify them in return by Your divine power and inscribe
their names in the book of Your Saints. For you are holy, our God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
now and ever, and forever, Amen. With Ecclesiastical Approbation Acknowledgment of answered prayers: Postulator’s office,
54 Riverview Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15214, U.S.A.

PRAYER FOR SEMINARIANS: Saints Cyril and Methodius, Venerable Apostles of the Slavs and Patrons of our
Byzantine Catholic Seminary, we place our Seminarians in your loving care. Help them to grow in humility, meekness and
prudence. Enkindle in them a burning zeal for souls. May their hearts be filled with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and may they
learn to know and love the church so that they may always and everywhere think, speak and act with Her, the Glorious Spouse
of Christ. May they become exemplars of generosity and detachment from the things of this world. But above all, O Venerable
Patrons, help them to truly know, love and serve the Eternal High Priest, Our Lord Jesus Christ, Whose priests they aspire to be.
Amen. St. Michael the Archangel, Defend us in battle. Be our protection against the wickedness and snares of the Devil. May




God rebuke him, we humbly pray. And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly hosts, By the power of God, cast into hell Satan and
all the evil spirits, who prowl throughout the world seeking the ruin of souls. Amen



